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November Speaker
PAC’s speaker for the November 20th meeting will be Chris Moore, Virginia Senior Regional Ecosystem Scientist for the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. Chris will speak on the current Menhaden issues and
the general health of the Chesapeake Bay. Please come and hear this informative speaker. Please
check PAC’s website, www.portsmouthanglersclub.net, for up-to-date information. The meeting will
be at the Simonsdale Civic Center, 5006 Vick Street, Portsmouth and will begin at 7 pm.

Stuff-a-Boat Toy Drive
Bring an unwrapped toy to the November meeting. Sea Tow will be there to collect toys for the annual
Stuff-a-Boat Toy Drive. See page 6 for additional information.

Kidde Recalls Fire Extinguishers
Kidde recalls fire extinguishers with plastic handles due to failure to discharge. Go to https://
www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/kidde-recalls-fire-extinguishers-with-plastic-handles-due-to-failure-todischarge-and to see if you have a defective fire extinguisher.

Up Coming Events
November 20, 7 pm………………………... PAC Monthly Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center
December 4, 7 pm…………………………. PAC Board Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center

In This Issue of The Angler
Fishing Report………………………………. Page 3
Pictures of Recent Catches………………….. Page 4-7
Menhaden Management…………………….. Page 9
Membership Renewal Form…………………. Page 11
Classified - Waterfront house for sale………. Page 13
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USCG Vessel Examination
Even if you pay careful attention to safety, dangerous mechanical problems can crop up on the
best-maintained boat. That’s why the U.S
Coast Guard recommends that all recreational
boaters (including personal watercraft users)
take advantage of the free Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program every year.

The Angler
A Publication of the
Portsmouth Anglers Club, Inc.
Editor
Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
E-Mail address
rtjordan@verizon.net
Webmaster Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
We encourage all members to submit articles
and pictures for publication in the PAC
Newsletter. Send your pictures and articles,
your favorite recipes, or anything that may be
newsworthy and informative to
rtjordan@verizon.net.

VSCs are offered by experienced members of
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the United
States Power Squadrons, two of the nation’s
premier volunteer boating safety organizations.
A VSC is your best way of learning about problems that might put you in violation of state or
federal laws or, worse, create danger for you or
your passengers on the water.
Sarah Bremer, United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 53 and PAC member, will be
glad to provide you with a courtesy inspection.
Call Sarah on 397-3659, and she will set up an
appointment to come to you and provide a free
USCG Vessel Safety Check.

2017 Club Officers
President:
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Denny Dobbins
Bob Goode
Denise Harrell
Mark Hartung

477-9156
488-9039

Please visit the PAC website………..
www.portsmouthanglersclub.net
Please visit the PAC Facebook Page…..
https://www.facebook.com/PortsmouthAnglers-Club-191636390871969/

In Club Tournament
Brian Hartung has offered to become PAC’s
Prize Fish Chairman for 2017. More information on in-club tournaments and prize fish to
follow at the November meeting.

2017 PAC Membership
2017 PAC Membership dues are due on January 1st. Remember, to participate in club tournaments
and be eligible for club awards, your dues must be paid before you go fishing. The cost of a family
membership is only $30 and includes all household members under 18. Single memberships are only
$20. PAC Memberships also include The Angler, our monthly newsletter, and the free fish fry dinner
held in October each year. Please either mail your dues to the PAC post office box or bring them to the
next meeting. Also, include your email address so The Angler can be emailed to you. Emailing the
newsletter saves PAC money and you will receive your newsletter several days sooner. See page 11
for membership form.
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FISHING
REPORT

SOUTHEASTERN VIRGINIA

At a time when certain aspects of fall fishing should be tapering off, things remain remarkably outstanding on several
fronts. Leading the way is the speckled trout, which, after a
November 8, 2017
couple of seasons of nothing but small fish, is seeing a resurBy: Lee Tolliver
gence of large fish. Trout topping 20 inches are more common
than in the past two falls. Action has been fantastic in the three
southside inlets, as well as sections of the Elizabeth River, the Poquoson Flats and in most Chesapeake Bayside Eastern Shore creeks. Anglers also are catching them from the beach from Ocean View down to the North
Carolina line.
Big red drum continue to patrol lower Bay waters when most of them should have headed south by now.
Night fishing along the beach at the Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge is starting to produce fish, but you
must have a permit. Juvenile drum known as puppy drum have been providing excellent action throughout the
lower Bay, with some of the best catches coming from Lynnhaven and Little Creek inlets.
Light tackle anglers and fly casters should continue to find false albacore — also known as little tunnies —
along the coast ... at least for a few more days.
Flounder remain in the Bay because waters are still warm, but most of the impressive catches have been coming to anglers working deeper water structure off the coast. Those wrecks will have the bonus of lots of triggerfish and some keeper-size sea bass.
Tautog are starting to show at many inshore wrecks, as well as the islands of the Chesapeake Bay BridgeTunnel.
The Chesapeake Bay striped bass season has been producing lots of school-sized fish, with some even showing around lighted piers inside Lynnhaven Inlet. Bigger fish will start showing along the CBBT and along the
channel edge off Cape Charles in the coming weeks, or as soon as waters cool.
Anglers are reporting good numbers of yellowbelly spot around the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel, Ocean
View and inside the three southside inlets.
Offshore action continues to surprise, especially when it comes to big wahoo. Some straggler yellowfin and
bigeye tuna are being caught, along with a few dolphin.
Deep-droppers are finding lots of blueline tilefish and some big golden tiles. Big sea bass are showing in good
numbers.
Pier action is being provided mostly by croaker and spot, with a few puppy drum and trout in the mix.

NORTHEASTERN NORTH CAROLINA
Bluewater trolling is still producing small yellowfin tuna, dolphin and quite a few large wahoo. A few billfish
likely will be caught, and anglers can expect king mackerel and shark to be part of the mix.
Inshore boaters will get most of the action from big red drum.
Coastal wrecks will produce plenty of triggerfish, along with other bottom-dwellers such as sea bass.
Surf casting has been producing red drum, speckled trout, sea mullet, croaker, spot, bluefish and some small
flounder. Anglers have reported a few rolling tarpon in the curve south of The Point.
In the sounds, look for speckled trout and increasing numbers of small striped bass to provide the best catches.
Also look for bluefish, croaker, puppy drum and a few flounder.

FRESHWATER
Bass fishing remains unseasonably hot because of the lingering warm weather. Good numbers of fish are being taken on all fronts, with bigger fish showing at the Suffolk Lakes, private ponds and neighborhood water
retention ponds. The holding ponds around Greenbrier are a good place to get in a little casting and catching.
A cold front that came through the area Tuesday night could start to slow things a little.
With waters cooling slower than normal, anglers have been reporting excellent action for shellcracker at the
Suffolk Lakes, with quite a few fish topping a pound. Catfishing is outstanding on tidal systems throughout.

Reported by Lee Tolliver in the Virginia-Pilot 11/8/17
Lee.tolliver@pilotonline.com

3

Pictures of Recent Catches
Each month I will try to publish pictures from PAC members of recent catches. Please email pictures to rtjordan@verizon.net, with a brief description of who, where, what and when, and I will
try to include it in the next issue of The Angler. These pictures and more can be seen on our
website gallery.

Jerald George and Mike Douglas

Mike Douglas and 48” Drum

Tron Napier and Specs

Rob Jordan and 23” Puppy Drum, Hatteras
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Bart Tuthill with Sheepshead and Puppy Drum caught by fly-rod in Hilton Head, SC

Jack Austin with 25” Elizabeth River Puppy and 20” Speckled Trout
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Stuff-a-Boat Toy Drive
Sea Tow Hampton Roads and The
Local Angler Clubs will be collecting toys this year for the “Stuff-aBoat Toy Drive”. We will be collecting toys that are new and ungiftwrapped. Last year we were able
to collect over 800 toys due to the
Angler Clubs tremendous participation. The only thing we are asking of
club members is to bring a toy to
your monthly Angler’s Club meeting in the months of November and
December. Sea Tow Hampton
Roads will attend your meeting each
month and collect the toys. If for
some reason you don’t make the
monthly meetings, you can visit www.facebook.com/SeaTowHamptonRoads for locations where
drop off boxes are available.
In December everyone will be invited to our office for hot apple cider, donuts & pizza and we will
stuff the Sea Tow Boat with toys that we collected .The Marines from Toys for Tots will come to
the Sea Tow office and receive the toys. We would like to get a group shot of all clubs surrounding the Sea Tow boat stuffed with toys. This date will be determined when the time gets closer.
Every little bit helps and will make someone’s holiday a little brighter. Thank-you again for all of
your support. REMINDER: For each toy you donate at your monthly meeting your name
goes into a drawing for prizes.
If you have any questions or know of anyone who would like a box to collect toys you may contact Karen or Ed Schrader at 757-496-1999.

Jack Austin with 26” Puppy
caught in the Elizabeth River “a little over 7lbs”

Jack Austin’s stepsons Dr. Trae Shepherd and Wyatt Shepherd with Elizabeth River Specs and Drum

6

CHAC Surf Fishing Tournament Results
120 teams competed this month in the 60th Cape Hatteras Anglers Club Surf Fishing Tournament. This is the World’s largest Surf Fishing Tournament! The McClammers came in 13th (PAC
members Mike Howard, Rob Jordan, Herb Ruark, and John Cosgrove Mewborne).
The Team results are below……….
Men’s Division
1st Place
Advanced Fishing
2nd Place
Sons of Blackbeard
3rd Place
Ridge Anglers Surf Fishing Club
Largest Red Drum
Largest Bluefish
Largest Fish other

29 3/4”
24”
18” Speckled Trout

Women’s Division
Finz ‘N Grinz
Fishing Lures
Reel Women
25 1/2”
21”
19 1/2” Speckled Trout

The Bob Bernard Open Individual Tournament was held on Saturday, November 4th with a total of
71 individuals participating. The participants shown below were awarded plaques and prizes for
catching the largest fish of each species. PAC member Rob Jordan caught the largest bluefish.

Jerald George and Warren Brooks with
Taug and a “huge” bluefish
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AD SPACE PRICES
Business Card size is $110 1/3 page ad is $135 1/2 page ad is $150 Full page ad is $200
PAC membership is in addition to ads and will run January thru December.

Please support our advertisers!
BARTLEY F. TUTHILL., IV, LTD.
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT
LAW
464 DINWIDDIE STREET
Portsmouth, VA 23704

President & PAC Member

e-mail: sturtevant@sfhva.com

(757) 393-6544 E-MAIL
FAX (757) 393-1916 barttuthill@hotmail.com
Bart Tuthill, P.A.C. Member

www.SturtevantFuneralHome.com

www.ptrailerusa.com

JORDAN’S TAX SERVICE
Individual and Small Business Tax Prep
Personal and Confidential
Fast and Accurate
Electronic Filing
Reasonable Rates
Robert T. Jordan, Jr., PAC Member
Tax Preparer Since 1990
Call for an Appointment
757-488-9305
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MENHADEN MANAGEMENT PLAN TO BE REVISED BY ASMFC
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, which supposedly manages saltwater fish in
State waters (rivers, bays and ocean out to 3 miles) from Maine to Florida is meeting in
Baltimore on November 13 to consider action on the proposed Amendment 3 to the Menhaden
Management Plan. For the first time, the plan will be revised to take into consideration the need to
preserve enough Menhaden to satisfy the role Menhaden play as prey fish, bait fish and water filterers as well as their commercial role in the so called “reduction fishery”(where Menhaden are processed to produce chicken feed, human dietary supplements and various other products). The lone
surviving East Coast Menhaden processing plant and fleet of specialized purse seine boats is located in Reedville, VA and owned by Omega Protein of Houston, Texas (recently sold to a Canadian
corporation). Omega boats fish primarily in the Chesapeake Bay and off the coast of Virginia where
they account for more than 80 % of the total allowable catch of Menhaden on the entire East Coast.
Historically, fisheries managers have set fishing quotas and seasons related to maintaining each individual specie of fish to provide sufficient breeding stock to maintain that fish. Annual harvest
quotas for each state or coastal region are set by the ASMFC and then the fisheries managers for
each state determine how they will regulate the harvest to stay within their quota.
Virginia’s Menhaden quota for the 2017 - 2018 season is 372,443,990 pounds. The allocation to the
purse seine reduction industry is 335,359,214 pounds. The purse seine bait sector gets a
31,204,766 lb. quota and the non-purse seine sector gets 5,880,010 lbs. No consideration is given to
the number of pounds of Menhaden are needed to feed games fish such as Stripers and trout, or the
additional number needed to feed hungry ospreys and other sea birds or for dolphins and whales or
other marine predators.
A part of the coastwise quota or cap is allocated specially to the Chesapeake Bay, which is a
primary nursery area for Menhaden. Chris Moore, a fisheries scientist for the Chesapeake BayFoundation, states that the CBF is particularly interested in tightening down this cap on the harvest
west of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel. Moore has stated that the population of young Menhaden in the Bay “haven’t recovered as they have elsewhere along the Atlantic”.
Recreational fishermen that look for schools of Menhaden exiting the lower Bay in the fall can
certainly attest the Mr. Moore’s observation and concern. As recreational fishermen, members of
the Portsmouth Anglers Club should take the opportunity, prior to November 13 if possible, to
communicate their support to the ASMFC for adoption of Amendment 3 to the Menhaden Management Plan, to include the option to reduce the allowable catch in the Chesapeake Bay.
The can be done by e-mail, phone calls or letters to: Megan Ware, ASMFC,1050 N. Highland
St., Suite 200 A-N, Arlington, VA 22701. E-Mail comment@asmfc.org Tel. 703 842 0740, FAX
703 842 0741.

Mid-Atlantic Rockfish Shootout
The 15th annual Mid-Atlantic Rockfish Shootout will be held on December 7th-9th in Virginia
Beach. Go to www.midatlanticrockfishshootout.com for more information.

Under the Weather
Captain Bill Suggs is PAC’s only active member of the original 73 members that formed Portsmouth Anglers Club in February, 1966. Bill has recently encountered some rather serious health
issues that has prevented him from participating in club activities. Please keep Bill in your prayers.
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E-TEC

PAC Member
TOMMY MILTEER

ron@ronsmarine.hrcoxmail.com

Ask for PAC Member Ron Pierce

PAC Prize Fish Awards
Did you know that PAC awards monthly certificates and yearly trophies to recognize members’
catches each year? All you need to do is be a PAC member in good standing (dues paid before the
date of the catch), and catch an eligible fish. Qualifying catches must meet or exceed 1/2 of citation weight recognized by both North Carolina and Virginia Recreational Fishing Regulations.
Once you catch a qualifying fish it must be weighed on a registered scale at an approved State
weighing station in either North Carolina or Virginia, fill out the entry form (found at http://
portsmouthanglersclub.net/forms/ ) and send it in by the fifth (5th) day of the month following
your catch to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707, or turn it in to any member of the
Prize Fish Committee. We have release certificates too! So, next fish you catch, remember, it
could earn you recognition at the next meeting and annual awards banquet...Turn it in! Complete
prize fish rules can be found at http://portsmouthanglersclub.net/prize-fish-2/ .

PAC Application For Membership or Renewal
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City _________________________State _________Zip Code________________
Phone _______________________E-Mail Address__________________________
Signature ___________________________
Dues: $30 for family membership
Boat Name (optional)_________________________
$20 for an individual membership
Mail to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707
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The Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program is looking for a few good anglers ...

Are you an avid angler? Would you like to learn what happens to the fish you release?
For more than 20 years, our team of dedicated taggers have been tagging fish and contributing data
to help us learn more about our favorite game fish species. A cooperative effort between the Marine
Advisory Services Program at VIMS and the Saltwater Tournament Program at the Virginia Marine
Resources Commission, the VGFTP was created in 1995. Our overall goal is to train and maintain
an ex-perienced group of recreational anglers who volunteer their time to tag and re-lease their fish.
We target cobia, spadefish, red drum, sheepshead, summer flounder, black sea bass, grey triggerfish, black drum, speckled trout, and tautog.
For more information see: http://www.vims.edu/vgftp/ .
There are a few still spaces left for the 2018 Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program: to learn more
about joining, please contact : Susanna Musick, susanna@vims.edu , by December 10, 2017.

Jack Austin’s Puppy Drum
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Classified

Price: 155,900

Contact: Linda Baker with Howard Hanna William E. Wood (757-486-2410, Direct: 757-237-5554)
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First Class Mail

www.gregsbaitshack.com
Freshwater & Saltwater Tackle & Accessories
Live Bait - Fresh Bait - Frozen Bait
Official Weigh Station
Price Match Guarantee
Rod Repairs
Live Eels
Fresh Menhaden
Gudgens
Shinners
Bloodworms
Peeler Crabs
Night Crawlers
Super Reds

Mullet Filet
Fiddler Crabs
Clams
Finger Mullet
Shrimp
Squid
Ballyhoo
Chicken Necks

PAC Members - Show Membership Card to Receive Discount
2560 Airline Blvd. Portsmouth, VA - Email greg@gregsbaitshack.com - Call 757-465-9020
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