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May Speaker
PAC’s guest speaker for the May 21st meeting will be Steve York. Steve will speak on fishing locations and techniques for speckled trout and puppy drum. The meeting will be at the Simonsdale Civic
Center, 5006 Vick Street, Portsmouth and will begin at 7pm. Please come to hear this informative
speaker.

June Pot-Luck Dinner
PAC is planning a pot-luck dinner for the June 18th meeting. The club will provide fried chicken and
drinks. Everyone is asked to bring a dish or desert to share. Please RSVP Denny Dobbins, 477-9156
or Rob Jordan, 488-9305 and let us know how many will attend and what you can bring.

Hunt for Hardheads Tournament
The Hunt for Hardheads Tournament is this Saturday, May 19th at Portsmouth City Park. Lines in at 7
am, picnic starts at 1:30, or after all boats are in. PAC may still have room for two more boats. Call
Denny Dobbins, 477-9156 for more information. All proceeds go to the Wish-a-Fish foundation.

Up Coming Events
May 19……...……………………………... Hunt for Hardheads
May 21, 7 pm………………………………. PAC Monthly Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center
June 4, 7 pm……………………………….. PAC Board Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center
June 18, 6 pm………………………………. June Pot-Luck Dinner
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USCG Vessel Examination
Even if you pay careful attention to safety, dangerous mechanical problems can crop up on the
best-maintained boat. That’s why the U.S
Coast Guard recommends that all recreational
boaters (including personal watercraft users)
take advantage of the free Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program every year.

The Angler
A Publication of the
Portsmouth Anglers Club, Inc.
Editor
Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
E-Mail address
rtjordan@verizon.net
Webmaster Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
We encourage all members to submit articles
and pictures for publication in the PAC
Newsletter. Send your pictures and articles,
your favorite recipes, or anything that may be
newsworthy and informative to
rtjordan@verizon.net.

VSCs are offered by experienced members of
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the United
States Power Squadrons, two of the nation’s
premier volunteer boating safety organizations.
A VSC is your best way of learning about problems that might put you in violation of state or
federal laws or, worse, create danger for you or
your passengers on the water.
Sarah Bremer, United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 53 and PAC member, will be
glad to provide you with a courtesy inspection.
Call Sarah on 397-3659, and she will set up an
appointment to come to you and provide a free
USCG Vessel Safety Check.

2018 Club Officers
President:
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Denny Dobbins
Steve York
Denise Harrell
Mark Hartung

477-9156
488-9039

Please visit the PAC website………..
www.portsmouthanglersclub.net
Please visit the PAC Facebook Page…..
https://www.facebook.com/PortsmouthAnglers-Club-191636390871969/

In Club Tournament
Brian Hartung has offered to become PAC’s
Prize Fish Chairman for 2018. More information on in-club tournaments and prize fish to
follow at the next meeting.

2018 PAC Membership
2018 PAC Membership dues were due on January 1st. Remember, to participate in club tournaments
and be eligible for club awards, your dues must be paid before you go fishing. The cost of a family
membership is only $30 and includes all household members under 18. Single memberships are only
$20. PAC Memberships also include The Angler, our monthly newsletter, and the free fish fry dinner
held in October each year. Please either mail your dues to the PAC post office box or bring them to the
next meeting. Also, include your email address so The Angler can be emailed to you. Emailing the
newsletter saves PAC money and you will receive your newsletter several days sooner. See page 8 for
membership form.

2

FISHING
REPORT

Chesapeake Bay anglers use a variety of barometers
to get a handle on when spring really is starting to
arrive. Croaker in gill nets is one of them. Flounder
showing in the backwaters of the lower Eastern
May, 2018
Shore barrier islands is another.
Reported by Lee Tolliver in the Virginia-Pilot Big black drum in the inlets of the Shore is arguably
05/09/18 - Lee.tolliver@pilotonline.com
the best, though. So, yes, despite the ups and downs
of the weather, spring is officially here because the
whiskered grunters of the drum world are providing anglers with some outstanding action. The largest member of the drum family, black drum can often be heard -– or felt by their vibration – as they
grunt along the bottom while searching for food or a mate. They make the sound by rapping a muscle
against their swim bladder. Get one on the deck of your boat and you’ll know why they are called
drum.
Also known as an oyster cracker in some parts of the coast because they’ll crush oysters for a meal,
black drum can grow large in these parts. The International Game Fish Association all-tackle world
record is a 113-pound, 1-ounce giant caught in the waters of Delaware Bay in 1975. The Virginia
record is nearly as big: a 111-pounder caught near Cape Charles in 1973.
The average weight of mature black drum, which can live as long as 35 years, is around 40 pounds.
While some anglers refer to them as gentle giants, black drum will give you a tussle with their slow,
methodical ‘runs.” They’ll take a variety of baits, but big chowder clams work best in local waters.
They also take pieces of blue crab. Serve them up in the mouths of inlets or along shoals at the southern-most tip of the Shore and get ready for some steady pullage.
Southeastern Virginia
More and more spring arrivals have found their way into the Chesapeake Bay and coastal waters.
Big red drum numbers are steadily increasing as fish migrate north, providing some excellent action
along the coast and inside the mouth of the Bay. Look for schools of reds to show along the sand bars
of the lower Eastern Shore barrier islands. Anglers trolling coastal waters for bluefish and the season’s first Spanish mackerel need to have a few rods rigged up with jigs to throw at schools that can
be found sunning on the surface.
Tautog catches are consistently good at several locations including the Chesapeake Bay BridgeTunnel, wrecks and rubble piles inside the Bay, and at many coastal wrecks. Get on them quickly;
the season closes on Wednesday.
Sea bass have been plentiful for many wreck anglers and deep-droppers, causing some excitement
about Tuesday’s season opening.
The Virginia Trophy Season for striped bass is now open, and good numbers of school-sized fish
have been available through the lower Bay. Some bigger ones are being taken from the middle Bay
to points north. And don’t be surprised to find some along the coast, as surf casters to the south have
been beaching a few over the last couple of weeks.
Anglers fishing for both also will be the first to find sheepshead migrating into the Bay.
Flounder are finally warming up to offerings presented in Eastern Shore backwaters around
Wachapreague and Oyster. Flatties are also being taken in Rudee. Look for them
around coastal wrecks as well.
Offshore waters could still produce a few bluefin tuna, along with bigeye and yellowfin available for
anglers willing to make long runs to the southeast. Fishing should get better closer to home in the
coming weeks.
Deep-dropping is producing plenty of blueline tilefish and some big golden tiles. A few snowy
grouper also have been boated.
Shoaling at the mouth of Rudee Inlet is decreasing with the dredge in place to deepen the water.
The southside’s three inlets are producing some speckled trout and puppy drum.
The season’s first croaker are showing at the Ocean View Pier, but most are small. A couple of
flounder also have been taken.
Continued on page 4
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Fishing Report Continued from page 3……...
Northeastern North Carolina
Red drum continue to show for surfcasters working southern Hatteras Island beaches, especially
around The Point. Boaters working near the shore also should find schools of north-migrating reds.
Cobia have shown at Ocracoke and a few have been reported around Hatteras Inlet. That action is
only going to get better in the coming weeks.
Surprisingly, surfcasters have been scoring with some decent-sized striped bass the last few weeks.
Also in the mix are bluefish, speckled trout, puppy drum, blow toads and lots of skate.
Blackfin tuna are providing outstanding action for bluewater trollers working out of both inlets.
Yellowfin fishing also has been good. Dolphin numbers are steadily increasing. And a few stray
billfish have shown in spreads. The season’s first wahoo have been boated.
As expected, sharks have shown up now that more species are available.
Coastal wrecks likely are already starting to hold a few triggerfish and other bottom-dwellers such
as sea bass.
Anglers should use extreme caution when navigating Oregon and Hatteras inlets, as shoaling continues to be a significant problem.
In the sounds, speckled trout and increasing numbers of small striped bass provide the best catches.
At the mouths of many tidal rivers, anglers should encounter white and yellow perch, along with
some herring.
Freshwater
Bass fishing is outstanding on just about every front, with fish being taken from neighborhood
ponds, the lakes in Suffolk, tidal rivers and private ponds. Catches remain steady until waters get
hot.
Crappie should still be available, but fish are starting to move to deeper cover, forcing anglers to
employ more of a vertical fishing technique.
Yellow perch also are available, and look for white perch around old duck blinds.
Action for blue catfish has been outstanding, with evidence coming from the Pearl’s Catfish Rodeo
out of Knotts Island.

PAC Annual Club Raffle
This is our largest fund raiser of the year to support the Children’s Sunshine Program. Each member is asked to purchase or sell at least 2 books of tickets. Winners will be drawn at the July meeting. Please see Rob Jordan at the next meeting to pick up your tickets and help PAC to continue its
support of the Sunshine Program and other club projects.
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Pictures of Recent Catches
Each month I will try to publish pictures from PAC members of recent catches. Please email pictures to rtjordan@verizon.net, with a brief description of who, where, what and when, and I will
try to include it in the next issue of The Angler. These pictures and more can be seen on our
website gallery.

John Mewborne and 28 1/2” Drum - Ocracoke

Mike Howard and 48” Drum - Ocracoke

Portsmouth Anglers Club Memorial Scholarship
Portsmouth Anglers Club is looking for a smart, young angler to be the recipient of the Portsmouth
Anglers Club Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship, worth up to $1,000, will be given to a graduating senior who is heading off to a recognized college, university, or trade school.
All five of the following requirements must be met by the participant:
1.
Recipient shall be under the age of 25 years old
2.
Recipient must be an Anglers Club Member of a Tidewater Virginia Club or dependent of a
current member in good standing and the recipient or the member upon whom he or she is
the dependent, must have been with the club for a minimum of two (2) consecutive years
3.
Recipient and sponsor (the member of which they are a dependent) must have participated
in Anglers Club activities
4.
Recipient must have angling achievements for which they have been recognized
5.
Recipient must be academically proficient.
Deadline for application submission is July 1, 2018. For more information and a scholarship
application, visit www.portsmouthanglersclub.net Mail all applications to the Portsmouth Anglers
Club Memorial Scholarship Committee, c/o Portsmouth Angler’s Club, P. O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707.
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Ocracoke Invitational Surf Fishing Tournament Results
72 Teams participated May 3-4 in the 35th Annual Ocracoke Invitational Surf Fishing Tournament. The McClammers came in 3rd place (PAC members Rob Jordan, Herb Ruark, John Mewborne, Mike Howard and Charlie Cutchin. The results are below………
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place

Men’s Division
Surfside Anglers
Mechanicsville Fishing Club
McClammers

Women’s Division
Rod Runners
Hatteraskals
Outcasters

Largest fish

42 3/4” Drum

27” Drum

BARTLEY F. TUTHILL., IV, LTD.
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT
LAW
464 DINWIDDIE STREET
Portsmouth, VA 23704
(757) 393-6544 E-MAIL
FAX (757) 393-1916 barttuthill@hotmail.com
Bart Tuthill, P.A.C. Member
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FISHERIES MANAGEMENT MEETING
I attended the May 8th meeting of the VMRC Finfish Management Advisory Committee and
heard a proposal for a new way to control the recreational harvest of Striped Bass. The
Committee has roughly equal numbers of commercial and recreational fishermen, and as one
might imagine, we don’t always agree on the best way to manage our saltwater fishing
resources. In fact we occasionally have some fairly spirited discussions. Such was the case at
this meeting.
The topic which started the ball rolling was a proposal coming from the commercial sector that
was aimed at improving the accountability (control) of the amount of Striped Bass taken from
Virginia waters by recreational fishermen. The idea was that instead of the two fish daily creel
limit as we have today for the Bay season and the one fish per day for the coastal season, each
person that purchases a saltwater license would receive a certain number of Striper tags when
they purchase their license. They would then be required to tag each fish they keep and turn in
a report to a license agent when all their tags were used or at the end of the season. The
proposed plan is similar in concept to how the commercial fishery for Striped Bass is
controlled.
Where the proposal got the recreational representatives riled up was that the quantity of fish
allocated to each recreational fisherman would be determined by dividing the portion of the
total quota allocated to the recreational sector by the total number of licenses sold
(approximately 250,000 saltwater licensees last year). This calculation would work out to about
5.5 pounds per fisherman or about two fish tags per year. Of course only a fairly small
percentage of licensees actually fish for Stripers, so when the question was raised about what
would happen to all the tags issued to the licensees that don’t use them, the answer was that
they could sell their tags to other fishermen. Now that might create an interesting situation.
Well, the proposal met with a lot of resistance, not only from the recreational members of the
committee, but from Marine Resources staff as well, who said that implementing such a
system and collecting the data would be very difficult for their limited staff. Marine Resources
staff also mentioned that in 2018 there would be big changes in the way the annual stock
assessments would be done and that no changes were likely to be made in the way the fishery
is managed until after the new stock assessment data was thoroughly analyzed.
Before leaving the meeting, the gentleman that presented the proposal said the Waterman’s
Association in the Northern Neck felt strongly that they were being treated unfairly because of
their reduced quota and strict accountability rules, so they would pursue their cause with the
Federal regulatory body (the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission) and if not successful
there, they would take legal action. Well, I guess we’ll just have to see what happens next.
Jack Austin
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AD SPACE PRICES
Business Card size is $110 1/3 page ad is $135 1/2 page ad is $150 Full page ad is $200
PAC membership is in addition to ads and will run January thru December.

Please support our advertisers!

President & PAC Member

www.ptrailerusa.com

e-mail: sturtevant@sfhva.com

www.SturtevantFuneralHome.com

Old Dominion University Alumni Association to host second annual
Monarch Cobia Classic
The Old Dominion University Alumni Association will host its second annual Monarch Cobia
Classic in partnership with the Peninsula Salt Water Sport Fisherman's Association July 19-21,
2018 at The Marina at Marina Shores in Virginia Beach. The goal of the partnership is to create
the largest cobia tournament on the east coast. The proceeds from the tournament will benefit the
ODU Alumni Association Scholarship Fund and research of cobia through the Virginia Institute of
Marine Science.
The competition will consist of two days of fishing, with lines in at 6:00 a.m. each day. Anglers
will compete for cash prizes, reels, rods, outdoor equipment, gift cards and more. Before July 2,
the entry fee per boat for the Monarch Cobia Classic is $400 for two days of fishing or $250 for a
single day. After that, fees will increase to $500 per boat for two days and $300 for a single day.
The tournament will conclude with a Dock Party on Saturday, July 21, with live music and special
guests including the Redskins Cheerleaders and Darcizzle Offshore. Guests who are not registered
for the tournament have the opportunity to purchase tickets to the Dock Party for $50. Tickets
must be purchased in advance at www.odualumni.org/cobiaclassic18.
"The Monarch Cobia Classic is a unique opportunity for the ODU Alumni Association to raise
funds for student scholarships and to create a fun-filled event that will be enjoyed by alumni,
friends of ODU and the Hampton Roads community," said Dawn Provost, '92, '98 MBA, president
of the ODU Alumni Association.
Corporate sponsorships are also available. For more information about the tournament, media interviews or corporate sponsorships, call 757-683-3097 or visit www.odualumni.org/cobiaclassic.
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Boater’s Safety Requirements
Have you taken the boater’s safety course? Do you have your boaters education card? Beginning
July 1, 2016, All PWC operators, regardless of age, and All motorboat operators regardless of age
must have completed the required safety education prior to operating a vessel. No person under the
age of 14 may operate a PWC. Flotilla 53 is holding the classes below. For more information and
to find additional classes near you go to……..
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/boating/education/requirement/
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 53 is sponsoring Boating Safety (ABS) classes for 2018. The
schedule is as follows………….
About Boating Safely (ABS) Class at Towne Bank Conference Room

Saturday, June 23

About Boating Safely (ABS) Class at Towne Bank Conference Room

Saturday, August 25

About Boating Safely (ABS) Class at Towne Bank Conference Room

Saturday, September 22

Time:

Sign in begins at 7:30 AM. Class begins at 8:00 AM, Ending at approximately 5:00 PM

Where: Towne Bank Conference Room

137 Mount Pleasant Road, Chesapeake, VA 23322
(Near corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Battlefield Blvd. South)

Cost:

$35 for course materials (or $50 for 2 family members sharing materials)

Presented By: Coast Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 53, Chesapeake, VA
Sponsored By: U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and Virginia Department of Game & Inland
Fisheries (www.dgif.virginia.gov) V/TDD Phone: 804-367-1278

For More Info & Registration:

Contact

Colleen O’Neil at 757-482-1931
email cattraighe63@gmail.com, or
Ed Cart at 757-482-2942
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E-TEC

PAC Member
TOMMY MILTEER

ron@ronsmarine.hrcoxmail.com

Ask for PAC Member Ron Pierce

PAC Prize Fish Awards
Did you know that PAC awards monthly certificates and yearly trophies to recognize members’
catches each year? All you need to do is be a PAC member in good standing (dues paid before the
date of the catch), and catch an eligible fish. Qualifying catches must meet or exceed 1/2 of citation weight recognized by both North Carolina and Virginia Recreational Fishing Regulations.
Once you catch a qualifying fish it must be weighed on a registered scale at an approved State
weighing station in either North Carolina or Virginia, fill out the entry form (found at http://
portsmouthanglersclub.net/forms/ ) and send it in by the fifth (5th) day of the month following
your catch to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707, or turn it in to any member of the
Prize Fish Committee. We have release certificates too! So, next fish you catch, remember, it
could earn you recognition at the next meeting and annual awards banquet...Turn it in! Complete
prize fish rules can be found at http://portsmouthanglersclub.net/prize-fish-2/ .

PAC Application For Membership or Renewal
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City _________________________State _________Zip Code________________
Phone _______________________E-Mail Address__________________________
Signature ___________________________
Dues: $30 for family membership
Boat Name (optional)_________________________
$20 for an individual membership
Mail to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707
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First Class Mail

www.gregsbaitshack.com
Freshwater & Saltwater Tackle & Accessories
Live Bait - Fresh Bait - Frozen Bait
Official Weigh Station
Price Match Guarantee
Rod Repairs
Live Eels
Fresh Menhaden
Gudgens
Shinners
Bloodworms
Peeler Crabs
Night Crawlers
Super Reds

Mullet Filet
Fiddler Crabs
Clams
Finger Mullet
Shrimp
Squid
Ballyhoo
Chicken Necks

PAC Members - Show Membership Card to Receive Discount
2560 Airline Blvd. Portsmouth, VA - Email greg@gregsbaitshack.com - Call 757-465-9020
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