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April Speaker
PAC’s guest speaker for the April 15th meeting will be PAC member Steve Tyree. Steve will speak on techniques and locations for catching Tautog. Please check PAC’s website, www.portsmouthanglersclub.net,
for up-to –date information. The meeting will be at the Simonsdale Civic Center, 5006 Vick Street, Portsmouth and will begin at 7pm.
Tautog

VMRC REPEALS TILEFISH REPORTING
On Tuesday, March 26th The Commission voted to repeal existing permitting and mandatory reporting requirements for the tilefish/grouper fishery for the Commonwealth of Virginia only. Anglers are
still required to follow all federal regulations for these species, including the requirement that for-hire
vessels report their activity through the federal VTR or eVTR programs. Furthermore, all seasons,
size limits, and possession limits listed on the current tilefish/grouper regulations for Virginia must
still be adhered to. Staff at the VMRC appreciate the efforts of those that have been reporting their
activity to the Virginia Saltwater Fisherman's Journal and encourage all anglers to voluntarily report
their catch at Saltwater Journal moving forward. These changes to the regulation will go into effect as
of April 1, 2019, meaning from that date forward, no recreational tilefish/grouper permit is required
from the Commonwealth of Virginia to participate in this fishery.
See page 7 for other VMRC actions

Up Coming Events
April 15, 7 pm……………………………… PAC Monthly Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center
To Be Announced………………………….. PAC Board Meeting
May 18……………………………………... Hunt for Hardheads
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USCG Vessel Examination
Even if you pay careful attention to safety, dangerous mechanical problems can crop up on the
best-maintained boat. That’s why the U.S
Coast Guard recommends that all recreational
boaters (including personal watercraft users)
take advantage of the free Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program every year.

The Angler
A Publication of the
Portsmouth Anglers Club, Inc.
Editor
Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
E-Mail address
rtjordan@verizon.net
Webmaster Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
We encourage all members to submit articles
and pictures for publication in the PAC
Newsletter. Send your pictures and articles,
your favorite recipes, or anything that may be
newsworthy and informative to
rtjordan@verizon.net.

VSCs are offered by experienced members of
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the United
States Power Squadrons, two of the nation’s
premier volunteer boating safety organizations.
A VSC is your best way of learning about problems that might put you in violation of state or
federal laws or, worse, create danger for you or
your passengers on the water.
Sarah Bremer, United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 53 and PAC member, will be
glad to provide you with a courtesy inspection.
Call Sarah on 397-3659, and she will set up an
appointment to come to you and provide a free
USCG Vessel Safety Check.

2019 Club Officers
President:
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Denny Dobbins
Steve Parrish
Denise Harrell
Mark Hartung

477-9156
488-9039

Please visit the PAC website………..
www.portsmouthanglersclub.net
Please visit the PAC Facebook Page…..
https://www.facebook.com/PortsmouthAnglers-Club-191636390871969/

In Club Tournament
Brian Hartung is PAC’s Prize Fish Chairman
for 2019. More information on in-club tournaments and prize fish to follow at the next meeting.

2019 PAC Membership
2019 PAC Membership dues were due on January 1st. Remember, to participate in club tournaments
and be eligible for club awards, your dues must be paid before you go fishing. The cost of a family
membership is only $30 and includes all household members under 18. Single memberships are only
$20. PAC Memberships also include The Angler, our monthly newsletter, and the free fish fry dinner
held in October each year. Please either mail your dues to the PAC post office box or bring them to the
next meeting. Also, include your email address so The Angler can be emailed to you. Emailing the
newsletter saves PAC money and you will receive your newsletter several days sooner. See page 8 for
membership form.
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FISHING
REPORT

April 11, 2019
By Lee Toliver

Most anglers have been concentrating on tautog and
speckled trout because there hasn't been much else to
target. Until recently, that is.

The season's first catches of big black drum have
been taking place on the Eastern Shore's barrier islands and around the mouths of inlets. Typically, the
arrival of this brute of a fighter marks the time when
spring and summer species start migrating into Virginia waters. Right behind will be red drum, and
there have been scattered reports that a few have been caught, especially along the coast near the
North Carolina border and around the Eastern Shore.
Thanks to a relatively mild winter, flounder already are being taken in the sloughs of the Eastern
Shore barrier island backwaters. This action typically is better this time of year on a falling tide,
when waters warmed in the marshes spill into the channels and flats. Keep it simple by working jigs
or a bottom rig featuring a minnow-squid-strip "sandwich."
Anglers continue to find good numbers of tog at any number of wrecks, artificial reefs and rubble
piles inside the bay and along the coast. Sections of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel, including
the rocky islands and tunnel tubes, are producing fish. Area marinas and tackle shops are now carrying fiddler crabs, a favorite among tog hunters.
There are plenty of dogfish shark to tangle with. And while most anglers are annoyed with this species, those in the know are taking some home for dinner. Dogfish have firm white meat and are one
of the best-tasting fish around.
Off the coast, anglers fishing deep along the edges of the Norfolk Canyon can expect blueline and
golden tilefish, a few snowy grouper and several other bottom species, including sea bass. Remember, the sea bass season currently is closed.
Speckled trout action in all three southside inlets and around Oyster on the Eastern Shore has been
steady, but not fantastic, the last few weeks. With waters starting to warm, fish will become much
more active. Puppy drum also should be available.

To see the complete report including North Carolina and the fresh water report
go to Lee Tolliver’s outdoor report with the following link:
https://pilotonline.com/sports/outdoors/

BARTLEY F. TUTHILL., IV, LTD.
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT
LAW
464 DINWIDDIE STREET
Portsmouth, VA 23704
(757) 393-6544 E-MAIL
FAX (757) 393-1916 barttuthill@hotmail.com
Bart Tuthill, P.A.C. Member
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Dayna Austin and Sea Mullet from
South Padre Island, Texas

Frank Tucker and nice Bass & Crappie

PAC Annual Raffle

By John Meagher and Brenda Goodson

We have been asked by our PAC President, Denny Dobbins, to help promote our annual raffle
until such time he can find someone to become its chairman. John and Brenda have too much on
their plate as it is with updating the Sunshine sale book and the fishing book that hasn’t been revised since 2012. For that reason Denny is asking for someone to take over the 2019 raffle. John
and Brenda will cover as acting raffle chairpersons until a replacement is found. Until then, John
is issuing tickets only on a prepaid basis to keep things simple. We encourage members to purchase at least 2 books. If you feel you can sell a larger quantity, arrangements can be made to
accommodate this instead of prepaying. The tickets (shown below) still show the rod/reel combo
in lieu of cash, but for the past 3 years no one has taken them, instead they choose the cash prize.
If the winner does happen to choose the combo, arrangements will be made to purchase them as
this also keeps things simple.

If you would like to take over these responsibilities of raffle chairman please contact Denny Dobbins at 757-477-9156. John and Brenda are available to assist when needed. Call John at 3994673 with any questions. And John being his usual salesman will commit as of right now the selling of a minimum of TEN books.
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Catfishing

Who: PAC members John Meagher, Denny Dobbins, and Larry Ward
What: Jones Creek Boat Ramp, mile post 10
Where: Carrollton, VA
When: March 16th, 2019
Notes: Bait: Fresh liver from Food Lion, shad from Greg’s Bait and Tackle. Small craft warnings in
the James but not in the Jones Creek. Temps were in the mid to high 60s. Choppy and windy and a
little wet. Fishing from an 18’ center console. The river itself wasn’t bad, anchored at 10-mile marker.
Probably over 50 fish were caught with many given to those that were fishing from the pier at Jones
launch site. Fish were plentiful and up to 5lbs.
These river catfish are so delicious! Not too much fun to clean though.
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GBFA / PAC / VBAC / NAC
“HUNT FOR THE HARDHEADS”
A croaker, bluefish, and flounder fishing challenge between the
Great Bridge Fisherman’s Association, Portsmouth Anglers Club,
Virginia Beach Anglers Club and Norfolk Anglers Club
Date: Saturday, May 18, 2019
Location: Portsmouth City Park
Lines In: 7:00 AM
Measure In: Starts at 12:30 ends at 1:30 PM
Entry Fee: $30.00 / Boat (3 angler teams)…..Additional Anglers $10.00
Includes: Fishing, Picnic and Wish A Fish Donation!
Picnic only $5.00

WINNING CLUB HAS THEIR NAME ENGRAVED ON THE COVETED

HUNT FOR HARDHEADS TROPHY

(AND BRAGGING RIGHTS!)

RULES:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Clubs are limited to five boats per club. Team Captains must be club members.
Teams must register and pay in advance through their own club’s tournament director.
Boats may depart from any VA port.
The eastern boundary will be 500 yards east of the HRBT.
Fish will be measured by length only, if the exact length tie is encountered a girth measurement
will decide.
6. Points Structure...The longest legal fish of each species will earn 5 points, the 2nd longest legal
fish earns 4 points, 3rd longest legal fish earns 3 points, 4th longest legal fish earns 2 points, and
the 5th longest fish earns 1 point.
7. The Club with the Most Points Wins!

Portsmouth Anglers Club Memorial Scholarship
Portsmouth Anglers Club is looking for a smart, young angler to be the recipient of the Portsmouth
Anglers Club Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship, worth up to $1,000, will be given to a graduating senior who is heading off to a recognized college, university, or trade school.
All five of the following requirements must be met by the participant:
1.
Recipient shall be under the age of 25 years old
2.
Recipient must be an Anglers Club Member of a Tidewater Virginia Club or dependent of a
current member in good standing and the recipient or the member upon whom he or she is
the dependent, must have been with the club for a minimum of two (2) consecutive years
3.
Recipient and sponsor (the member of which they are a dependent) must have participated
in Anglers Club activities
4.
Recipient must have angling achievements for which they have been recognized
5.
Recipient must be academically proficient.
Deadline for application submission is July 1, 2019. For more information and a scholarship
application, visit www.portsmouthanglersclub.net Mail all applications to the Portsmouth Anglers
Club Memorial Scholarship Committee, c/o Portsmouth Angler’s Club, P. O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707.
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AD SPACE PRICES
Business Card size is $110 1/3 page ad is $135 1/2 page ad is $150 Full page ad is $200
PAC membership is in addition to ads and will run January thru December.

Please support our advertisers!

President & PAC Member

www.ptrailerusa.com
e-mail: sturtevant@sfhva.com

www.SturtevantFuneralHome.com

VMRC PROPOSAL
On April 23, 2019, the Marine Resources Commission will consider an emergency staff proposal to
eliminate the Bay, Coastal and Potomac River Tributaries Spring Trophy-size Striped Bass Recreational
Fisheries described in Chapter 4 VAC 20-252-10 et seq.
The justifications for this proposal include the status of the coastal striped bass stock that is overfished.
This means the spawning stock is low and not biologically stable. Overfishing has been occurring for
several years meaning the rate of striped bass removals from the stock has caused an overfished condition. The number of striped bass harvested recreationally by Virginia fisheries has declined markedly
since 2010 when 368 thousand striped bass were harvested from all tidal Virginia waters. In 2018, preliminary recreational striped bass harvest is less than 52 thousand fish. The reporting rate for the trophysize recreational striped bass fisheries has been low and ranged from 37 percent to 50 percent, from
2015 through 2018. All these factors have contributed to the staff proposal for these emergency actions,
and section § 28.2-210 of the Code of Virginia authorizes these amendments for the protection of the
striped bass resource.
The emergency amendments proposed by staff include: 1) elimination of the open season for the Bay
spring trophy-size striped bass recreational fishery of May 1 through June 15, inclusive, whereby a 36inch minimum size limit has been in effect; 2) elimination of the open season for the Coastal spring trophy-size striped bass recreational fishery of May 1 through May 15, inclusive, whereby a 36-inch minimum size limit has been in effect; and, 3) elimination of the open season for the Potomac River tributaries spring striped bass recreational fishery of April 20 through May 15, inclusive, whereby a 35 inch
minimum size limit is in effect.
Staff proposes an effective date of April 29, 2019 for the emergency regulation. If the Commission
adopts the emergency regulation, a public hearing on this issue would be requested for May 28, 2019.
Please check back after April 23rd to see if the Commission has approved the staff proposal to eliminate
the Spring Trophy-size Striped Bass fisheries.
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E-TEC

PAC Member
TOMMY MILTEER

ron@ronsmarine.hrcoxmail.com

Ask for PAC Member Ron Pierce

PAC Prize Fish Awards
Did you know that PAC awards monthly certificates and yearly trophies to recognize members’
catches each year? All you need to do is be a PAC member in good standing (dues paid before the
date of the catch), and catch an eligible fish. Qualifying catches must meet or exceed 1/2 of citation weight recognized by both North Carolina and Virginia Recreational Fishing Regulations.
Once you catch a qualifying fish it must be weighed on a registered scale at an approved State
weighing station in either North Carolina or Virginia, fill out the entry form (found at http://
portsmouthanglersclub.net/forms/ ) and send it in by the fifth (5th) day of the month following
your catch to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707, or turn it in to any member of the
Prize Fish Committee. We have release certificates too! So, next fish you catch, remember, it
could earn you recognition at the next meeting and annual awards banquet...Turn it in! Complete
prize fish rules can be found at http://portsmouthanglersclub.net/prize-fish-2/ .

PAC Application For Membership or Renewal
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City _________________________State _________Zip Code________________
Phone _______________________E-Mail Address__________________________
Signature ___________________________
Dues: $30 for family membership
Boat Name (optional)_________________________
$20 for an individual membership
Mail to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707
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54th Annual Awards Banquet by John Meagher and Brenda Goodson
The 54th Annual Awards Banquet was held on March 30th, 2019 at the Elizabeth Manor Gold and Country
Club in Portsmouth, VA. For those of you that missed this banquet, there were many rods and reels and
tons of other merchandise that was donated to the raffle that was held after dinner. There was free merchandise donated by Field and Stream, as well as a couple dozen hats.
For all of those who helped put this together, I’m sure I speak for everyone when I say thank you to Linda
Baker, Denise Harrell, Mark Miller, Brian Hartung, with help from VMRC tournament director , Lewis
Gillingham who handed out the trophies and certificates. And a big thanks to PAC member Wayne Baker
who provided the musical entertainment. Thanks to Rob Jordan for covering the cost for the banquet programs.
Support those who support us! Let them know we appreciate their support. The following sponsors contributed to the success of this year’s banquet:
Aberdeen Barn, Bass Pro, Big Eye Bucktail Jig, Commodore Theater, Field & Stream, Hartung’s Gallery,
Jordan’s Tax Service, Long Bay Bait & Tackle, Ocean’s East, Portsmouth Community Concerts, Portsmouth Trailer, Sea Tow, Virginia Saltwater Sportfishing Association, Way Back Yonder Antiques, West
Service Center and Wilcox Bait & Tackle. Those in bold are also our monthly newsletter advertisers.

Junior member 8 year old Andrew with his 2
trophies given at the banquet.

A few banquet guests sitting at a table with Junior members Andrew Clifton and Shawn Parker
(2nd from right).

Andrew’s guest, Troy, enjoying his special kids
meal provided by the Elizabeth Manor. Before
the banquet began, the children had a chance to
enjoy the scenic river view (seen behind Troy
out the window, collect shells and throw a few
rocks into the water.

Junior Moore (banquet/raffle chairman)
asking a few kids to volunteer in the raffle
drawing.
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Pac’s Annual Raffle

st

1 prize: $200
nd

2 prize: $100
3rd prize: $50

Tickets only $1.00 each!

Drawing will be held at the July 15th meeting. You need not to be present to
win. Money used to support Children’s Sunshine Program and other club
projects.
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Continued next page….
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Continued from page 13
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First Class Mail

www.gregsbaitshack.com
Freshwater & Saltwater Tackle & Accessories
Live Bait - Fresh Bait - Frozen Bait
Official Weigh Station
Price Match Guarantee
Rod Repairs
Live Eels
Fresh Menhaden
Gudgens
Shinners
Bloodworms
Peeler Crabs
Night Crawlers
Super Reds

Mullet Filet
Fiddler Crabs
Clams
Finger Mullet
Shrimp
Squid
Ballyhoo
Chicken Necks

PAC Members - Show Membership Card to Receive Discount
2560 Airline Blvd. Portsmouth, VA - Email greg@gregsbaitshack.com - Call 757-465-9020
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