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May Speaker
PAC’s guest speaker for the May 20th meeting will be Captain Steve Wray. Steve, Captain of Ocean Pearl
Charters, will speak on techniques and locations for catching King Mackerel. Please check PAC’s website,
www.portsmouthanglersclub.net, for up-to –date information. The meeting will be at the Simonsdale Civic
Center, 5006 Vick Street, Portsmouth and will begin at 7pm.
King Mackerel

Stakeholder Outreach Survey for Recreational Fishermen in the Mid-Atlantic

See link to recreational fisherman survey on page 5 by Mid-Atlantic Coastal Acidification Network
(MACAN).

VIMS is working together with North Carolina State University and NC DMF to get various types of

tags returned back to us in return for a high reward ($100-300 based on the kind and number of tags). See
page 7 for more information.

Up Coming Events
May 18……………………………………….. Hunt for Hardheads and Picnic
May 20, 7pm…………………………………. PAC Monthly Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center
June 3, 7pm…………………………………... PAC Board Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center

In This Issue of The Angler
Hunt for Hardheads Rules…………...……… Page 6
Membership Renewal Form………………… Page 9
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USCG Vessel Examination
Even if you pay careful attention to safety, dangerous mechanical problems can crop up on the
best-maintained boat. That’s why the U.S
Coast Guard recommends that all recreational
boaters (including personal watercraft users)
take advantage of the free Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program every year.

The Angler
A Publication of the
Portsmouth Anglers Club, Inc.
Editor
Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
E-Mail address
rtjordan@verizon.net
Webmaster Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
We encourage all members to submit articles
and pictures for publication in the PAC
Newsletter. Send your pictures and articles,
your favorite recipes, or anything that may be
newsworthy and informative to
rtjordan@verizon.net.

VSCs are offered by experienced members of
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the United
States Power Squadrons, two of the nation’s
premier volunteer boating safety organizations.
A VSC is your best way of learning about problems that might put you in violation of state or
federal laws or, worse, create danger for you or
your passengers on the water.
Sarah Bremer, United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 53 and PAC member, will be
glad to provide you with a courtesy inspection.
Call Sarah on 397-3659, and she will set up an
appointment to come to you and provide a free
USCG Vessel Safety Check.

2019 Club Officers
President:
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Denny Dobbins
Steve Parrish
Denise Harrell
Mark Hartung

477-9156
488-9039

Please visit the PAC website………..
www.portsmouthanglersclub.net
Please visit the PAC Facebook Page…..
https://www.facebook.com/PortsmouthAnglers-Club-191636390871969/

In Club Tournament
Brian Hartung is PAC’s Prize Fish Chairman
for 2019. More information on in-club tournaments and prize fish to follow at the next meeting.

2019 PAC Membership
2019 PAC Membership dues were due on January 1st. Remember, to participate in club tournaments
and be eligible for club awards, your dues must be paid before you go fishing. The cost of a family
membership is only $30 and includes all household members under 18. Single memberships are only
$20. PAC Memberships also include The Angler, our monthly newsletter, and the free fish fry dinner
held in October each year. Please either mail your dues to the PAC post office box or bring them to the
next meeting. Also, include your email address so The Angler can be emailed to you. Emailing the
newsletter saves PAC money and you will receive your newsletter several days sooner. See page 8 for
membership form.
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FISHING
REPORT

May 12, 2019
By Lee Toliver

SOUTHEASTERN VIRGINIA
Flounder are making one of their best spring showings in recent memory, with lots of fish coming from
the backwaters of the Eastern Shore barrier islands
and from southside Inlets — especially Lynnhaven.
Keep it simple this time of year since flatties are
more shallow than they will be in the summer. Still,
don't hesitate to look for them around bay and coastal

wrecks and reefs.
Red-drum numbers are on a steady rise along the coast and throughout the Chesapeake Bay. Anglers
are finding them by sight casting the mouth of the bay and along the beaches, while others are anchoring along the shoals at the northern end of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel.
Don't forget to register for the third annual Red Drum Rodeo on May 23-26 by going to
www.reddrumrodeo.com.
Black drum remain a good alternative around the Eastern Shore.
Drum anglers are reporting the first sheepshead to arrive in the bay on their way to the CBBT.
Speckled trout catchings have been steady, but nothing like they will be in the fall. Look for them
around Oyster on the Eastern Shore, the Poquoson Flats and the three southside inlets.
Croaker numbers are on the rise, but most fish coming from piers remain small. The first big fish will
be found around the James River Bridge in the coming weeks.
It's about time for bluefish and Spanish mackerel to invade the coast, where shark numbers are increasing rapidly.
Bottom-bouncers continue to find good numbers of tautog around the CBBT and at many inshore
and coastal wrecks. The season will be closed from May 16 to June 30. More and more triggerfish
should be making the same wrecks their home for the summer.
There are reports of spadefish around structure like the Chesapeake Light Tower, but the water is still
too cold for them to start biting.
Sea bass fans will enjoy a 16-day open season from May 15-31 and again from June 22 to the end of
the year.
Deep-droppers are finding plenty of tilefish and a few snowy grouper along with several other bottom-dwellers.
Bluewater trollers are starting to find some yellowfin tuna and dolphin, especially those heading to
the southeast.

To see the complete report including North Carolina and the fresh water report
go to Lee Tolliver’s outdoor report with the following link:
https://pilotonline.com/sports/outdoors/
BARTLEY F. TUTHILL., IV, LTD.
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT
LAW
464 DINWIDDIE STREET
Portsmouth, VA 23704
(757) 393-6544 E-MAIL
FAX (757) 393-1916 barttuthill@hotmail.com
Bart Tuthill, P.A.C. Member
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Ocean Acidification and Recreational Fishing

Ocean acidification occurs when surface ocean wa-ters absorb carbon dioxide (CO2) from the atmos-phere.
The CO2 combines with water molecules to form a weak acid. In turn, this lowers the pH of seawater, changing the chemistry of the sea.
In the Mid-Atlantic region, ocean acidification may be com-pounded by nutrient runoff due to fertilizer use,
wastewater treatment, and land use changes. In the spring and summer months, an excess of nutrients can lead
to algal blooms in coastal waters. As the blooms decay, carbon dioxide is pro-duced, leading to seasonal decreases in pH in excess of the acidification driven by changes in atmospheric CO2. 25% of human-caused
CO2 emissions become sequestered in the ocean.
How Might Acidification Impact Recreational Fishing in Mid-Atlantic Waters?
The long-term impacts of acidification on recreational fish-eries are difficult to predict. To date, only a half
dozen Mid-Atlantic fish species, including flounder and weakfish, have been examined. Laboratory experiments have focused on the earliest, most sensitive life-stages of fish to determine their responses to varying
carbon dioxide levels that may mimic future oceanic and coastal conditions. In summer flounder, survival rates
of eggs were lower under high CO2 levels, but elevated CO2 accelerated growth and develop-ment in juveniles. Faster growth could potentially affect survival rates. Research is also underway to determine whether
existing genetic variation might allow some species to adapt to future high-CO2 conditions.
Food Web Dynamics
Acidification could impact food web dynamics. Forage fish, like Atlantic silversides and sheepshead minnows
are im-portant to Mid-Atlantic food webs. Adults typically spawn during the spring and summer and their offspring can be exposed to extreme daily variability in CO2 and dissolved oxy-gen levels. Their offspring may
also experience extremely high summer water temperatures. Researchers have found these fish to be at risk to
elevated CO2 levels, either acting alone, or in combination with other environmental stressors.
Habitat Changes
Submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) provides vital habitat for fish and shellfish. It has been the focus of extensive restoration efforts in the Mid-Atlantic’s estuaries. Although future climate conditions may be stressful
for heat-intolerant SAV, habitat loss may be partially offset by acidification. Research has shown that wild celery, widgeon grass, and eelgrass can increase their rate of photosynthesis in an acidified coastal environment.
Oyster reefs also provide important habitat for recreationally important fish species. Oyster shells are made of
carbonate, a material that can be vulnerable to low pH or acidified conditions. The larval stages of bivalves are
especially sensitive to changes in pH and alkalinity. Learning more about how acidification may impact oysters at various life cycle stages can help inform restoration efforts that support recreational fisheries.
MACAN’s Recreational Fishing Survey
The Mid-Atlantic Coastal Acidification Network (MACAN) is con-ducting an outreach survey for recreational
fishermen. We’d like to understand how coastal and ocean acidification might affect your recreational fishing
activities now or in the future. We’d also like to hear your thoughts about actions that can be taken to prepare
for and adapt to acidification. By gaining a better understanding of the recreational fishing community’s concerns, we hope to align MACAN’s future research priorities with current information needs and identify opportunities to engage you in future monitoring programs or educational part-nerships. To access the survey, go
to: https://midacan.org/outreach-survey and select Recreational Fishermen Survey.
MACAN, the Mid-Atlantic Coastal Acidification Network, partners with the research community, natural resource managers, industry members, and others to develop a better understanding of the processes associated
with coastal and ocean acidification, predict consequences for marine resources, provide a forum to share best
practices in monitoring and sampling collection, and devise local adaptation strategies that enable communities
and industries to better prepare and adapt to ocean and coastal acidification. For more information, please visit
us on our website at: https://midacan.org/ or join our listserv by sending an email to: info@MidACAN.org .
Photos courtesy of NOAA.
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Stakeholder Outreach Survey for Recreational Fishermen in the Mid-Atlantic
Dear Recreational Fisherman,
I am reaching out to you on behalf of the Mid-Atlantic Coastal Acidification Network (MACAN). We are a
collaborative network of scientists, industry stakeholders, federal and state agency representatives, and
resource managers who work together to coordinate regional research and monitoring efforts related to
coastal and ocean acidification. One of our goals is to raise awareness about changing ocean conditions;
another is to gain a better understanding of perspectives from the recreational fishing community and
other industry stakeholders in the region.
As an avid recreational fisherman in the Mid-Atlantic, we would like to hear from you. We would like to
understand how coastal and ocean acidification might affect your recreational fishing activities now or in
the future. We’d also like to hear your thoughts about actions that can be taken to prepare for and adapt
to coastal/ocean acidification. By gaining a better understanding of the recreational fishing community’s
concerns, we hope to align MACAN’s future research priorities with current information needs and identify opportunities to engage community members in future monitoring programs or educational partnerships.
Please help us in these efforts by participating in MACAN’s Stakeholder Outreach Survey.
The survey can be accessed by clicking on this link: Recreational Fishermen Survey
It should only take 5-10 minutes to complete. Your responses are voluntary and anonymous. Please respond by June 14, 2019.
Thank you for your time. If you have any questions about the survey, please contact survey coordinators
Kirstin Wakefield at Kirstin.wakefield@gmail.com or Grace Saba at saba@marine.rutgers.edu. If you’d
like to learn more about MACAN, please visit www.MidACAN.org, or send an email to: info@MidACAN.org.
Sincerely,
Kirstin Wakefield
This survey is a collaborative effort with MACAN and Rutgers University. For more information,
please contact Dr. Grace Saba, Assistant Professor, Center for Ocean Observing Leadership, Department of Marine and Coastal Sciences, Rutgers University, 71 Dudley Rd, New Brunswick, NJ 08901.
Email: saba@marine.rutgers.edu
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GBFA / PAC / VBAC / NAC
“HUNT FOR THE HARDHEADS”
A croaker, bluefish, and flounder fishing challenge between the
Great Bridge Fisherman’s Association, Portsmouth Anglers Club,
Virginia Beach Anglers Club and Norfolk Anglers Club
Date: Saturday, May 18, 2019
Location: Portsmouth City Park
Lines In: 7:00 AM
Measure In: Starts at 12:30 ends at 1:30 PM
Entry Fee: $30.00 / Boat (3 angler teams)…..Additional Anglers $10.00
Includes: Fishing, Picnic and Wish A Fish Donation!
Picnic only $5.00

WINNING CLUB HAS THEIR NAME ENGRAVED ON THE COVETED

HUNT FOR HARDHEADS TROPHY

(AND BRAGGING RIGHTS!)

RULES:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Clubs are limited to five boats per club. Team Captains must be club members.
Teams must register and pay in advance through their own club’s tournament director.
Boats may depart from any VA port.
The eastern boundary will be 500 yards east of the HRBT.
Fish will be measured by length only, if the exact length tie is encountered a girth measurement
will decide.
6. Points Structure...The longest legal fish of each species will earn 5 points, the 2nd longest legal
fish earns 4 points, 3rd longest legal fish earns 3 points, 4th longest legal fish earns 2 points, and
the 5th longest fish earns 1 point.
7. The Club with the Most Points Wins!

Portsmouth Anglers Club Memorial Scholarship
Portsmouth Anglers Club is looking for a smart, young angler to be the recipient of the Portsmouth
Anglers Club Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship, worth up to $1,000, will be given to a graduating senior who is heading off to a recognized college, university, or trade school.
All five of the following requirements must be met by the participant:
1.
Recipient shall be under the age of 25 years old
2.
Recipient must be an Anglers Club Member of a Tidewater Virginia Club or dependent of a
current member in good standing and the recipient or the member upon whom he or she is
the dependent, must have been with the club for a minimum of two (2) consecutive years
3.
Recipient and sponsor (the member of which they are a dependent) must have participated
in Anglers Club activities
4.
Recipient must have angling achievements for which they have been recognized
5.
Recipient must be academically proficient.
Deadline for application submission is July 1, 2019. For more information and a scholarship
application, visit www.portsmouthanglersclub.net Mail all applications to the Portsmouth Anglers
Club Memorial Scholarship Committee, c/o Portsmouth Angler’s Club, P. O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707.
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AD SPACE PRICES
Business Card size is $110 1/3 page ad is $135 1/2 page ad is $150 Full page ad is $200
PAC membership is in addition to ads and will run January thru December.

Please support our advertisers!

President & PAC Member

www.ptrailerusa.com
e-mail: sturtevant@sfhva.com
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www.SturtevantFuneralHome.com
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E-TEC

PAC Member
TOMMY MILTEER

ron@ronsmarine.hrcoxmail.com

Ask for PAC Member Ron Pierce

PAC Prize Fish Awards
Did you know that PAC awards monthly certificates and yearly trophies to recognize members’
catches each year? All you need to do is be a PAC member in good standing (dues paid before the
date of the catch), and catch an eligible fish. Qualifying catches must meet or exceed 1/2 of citation weight recognized by both North Carolina and Virginia Recreational Fishing Regulations.
Once you catch a qualifying fish it must be weighed on a registered scale at an approved State
weighing station in either North Carolina or Virginia, fill out the entry form (found at http://
portsmouthanglersclub.net/forms/ ) and send it in by the fifth (5th) day of the month following
your catch to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707, or turn it in to any member of the
Prize Fish Committee. We have release certificates too! So, next fish you catch, remember, it
could earn you recognition at the next meeting and annual awards banquet...Turn it in! Complete
prize fish rules can be found at http://portsmouthanglersclub.net/prize-fish-2/ .

PAC Application For Membership or Renewal
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City _________________________State _________Zip Code________________
Phone _______________________E-Mail Address__________________________
Signature ___________________________
Dues: $30 for family membership
Boat Name (optional)_________________________
$20 for an individual membership
Mail to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707
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PAC Merchandise as of April 2019
Short sleeve T-shirts

S, M, L

$ 8.00

ADULTS
Short sleeve T-shirts

S, M, L, XL
XXL, XXXL

$12.00
$13.00

Long sleeve T-shirts

S, M, L, XL
XXL, XXXL
S, M, L, XL
XXL, XXXL

$13.00
$14.00
$15.00
$18.00

Crew neck sweatshirts

CAPS
Short billed
Long billed

$10.00
$12.00

If you wish to see any of this merchandise, see John or Linda at the monthly meeting. If
you are unable to attend the meeting, call us and we will make arrangements to meet at
the clubhouse another time.
John at 757-399-4673 or Linda at 757-237-5554
Thank you for your support!
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First Class Mail

www.gregsbaitshack.com
Freshwater & Saltwater Tackle & Accessories
Live Bait - Fresh Bait - Frozen Bait
Official Weigh Station
Price Match Guarantee
Rod Repairs
Live Eels
Fresh Menhaden
Gudgens
Shinners
Bloodworms
Peeler Crabs
Night Crawlers
Super Reds

Mullet Filet
Fiddler Crabs
Clams
Finger Mullet
Shrimp
Squid
Ballyhoo
Chicken Necks

PAC Members - Show Membership Card to Receive Discount
2560 Airline Blvd. Portsmouth, VA - Email greg@gregsbaitshack.com - Call 757-465-9020
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